Introduction: 
How often have you simply looked at the topic, picked up your pen and started furiously scribbling your notes only to find that your essay is missing crucial points or lacking a proper structure? All of us, at some point or another, realize that our essay is not as perfect as we imagined it to be. In the exercise today, we will practice essay writing through proper planning. A planned essay always shines its brilliance, because it is coherent, insightful and, mostly importantly, well-developed. To make a well planned essay we need to follow a few basic tips. Let’s start with an example: 
 Sample*

Introduction
Problem of rising divorce
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures
Argument of essay - that socio-economic explanations are the more comprehensive.
Body
Explanation 1 (Type - legal)
Summarise
Bilton et al. - Changes in divorce rates can be best explained by changes in legal system.
Evaluation
Problem is that this type of explanation does not consider why laws have changed in the first place. More underlying explanation needed.
Explanation 2 (Type - socio-economic)
Summarise
Nicky Hart - Changes in divorce rates can be best explained by fundamental changes in society (mainly economic changes).
Evaluation
This explanation cannot account for all cases of divorce. But is more probing than narrow legal explanation.
Implications of explanations 
(What types of solutions exist?)
Implications of explanation 1 (legal)
If rises in divorce are a consequence of liberal divorce laws, obvious way to stem rise is to make divorce less obtainable. However - not a genuine solution, also a solution not favoured by Australians.
Implications of explanation 2 (socio-economic)
If marital conflict can be traced to changes in the capitalist system and economic circumstances of family, there is a need for social policies that support disadvantaged families. However governments reluctant to fund social welfare programs.
Conclusion 
 Which explanation is most helpful?
Restatement of argument - socio-economic explanations provide the more useful framework. Also the need for a historical perspective - family instability is not unique to the present.
__________________________________________________________________________

In this extensively planned essay, the author has briefly listed all the possible points that he will make. We have our basic structure and points on which the author needs to elaborate. An essay plan, as you may have noticed, will have this general structure: Introduction, Body, and Conclusion. For your plan, we will focus on the body paragraphs. But let us briefly discuss each of them. 


                                                   Components of an Essay 
Introduction. It contains information in this order: The topic, your opinion and reasons for the opinion (how do you plan to convince your reader?).  The introduction needs to cover about 10% of your essay. It will function as a roadmap for the reader, so make it concise but appealing. 
Body paragraph. Each paragraph will talk in detail about one reason or important point. Ideally an essay should have atleast 3 reasons. One structure that we can follow for this is SEXI**:
S: A Topic Sentence. This tells the reader what the paragraph is going to be about. You only need to write down the jist of the topic sentence for each paragraph in your essay plan.
 E: A full Explanation of the point you’re making in this paragraph. This should make up the bulk of your paragraph. In your essay plan jot down what you’re going to explain.
 X: eXamples or justifications that back up what you’ve said in that paragraph. Jot down what examples you’re going to include in your essay plan so you don’t forget to include them in your essay! 
I: Why is this point Important? A really amazing essay would also explain why this point is important to the essay as a whole. What’s the significance of this point to the essay topic? You need to relate your point to the topic. 
Conclusion: Summary of the points, the importance of particular points and your opinion. Make it strong!
Now that we know what a good essay looks like, let’s try it ourselves!




Instructions: 
Divide into two teams and pick one topic:
1) The intellectual benefits of attending a university or college are vastly overrated: most people could learn more by studying and reading on their own for four years than by pursuing a university or college degree.
or
2) Some people believe that it is preferable to work with a small company while others prefer to work with large corporations. Which one would you prefer? Support your statement with reasons. 





For your Brainstorming sessions: First, divide your sheet into 2 parts
	Agree
	Disagree

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Now, spend a minute thinking of possible reasons for both arguments. Pick the side that looks the strongest and fill in this template.
Introduction
P1 
S  _______________________________________________________________
E _______________________________________________________________
X _______________________________________________________________
I ________________________________________________________________
P2 
S  _________________________________________________________________
E _________________________________________________________________
X _________________________________________________________________
I __________________________________________________________________
P3
S __________________________________________________________________
E _________________________________________________________________
X_________________________________________________________________
I__________________________________________________________________
P4
S__________________________________________________________________
E__________________________________________________________________
X__________________________________________________________________
I___________________________________________________________________
P5
S__________________________________________________________________
E__________________________________________________________________
X__________________________________________________________________
I___________________________________________________________________
Conclusion



*Source:monash.edu.au
**Source: thestudygurus.com
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